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Georgia School of Technology

rngnmﬁh. Scptember 18, 1934,

« Co R, Hixon,

Alabama JcTr*PﬁnT1ﬂ Institute,
Auburn, Ala,

Dear Sirs

At the meeting of the Scutheastern Delegates
during the annuzl S, P. E. E. mootlnﬂ at IthNCu, JUNu
1934, it was veted unanimously to have a meeting called
for this Fall at Georgia Tech for tuc purpcee of dis-
cussing somec of the problems which are vital to Engincer-
ing Eduecaticn in the S~utheacst.

I am now announcing the date of thie nucting
as November 9th and 10th tec ke held at Gecrgia Tech in
Atlanta, Gecorgino,

In order that we may be prepared for the proper
discussion of thise problens, I om asking you to suggest
one¢ or tw> topies which, in your c2pinicn, should be dis=
cussed at this time., Thesc topics should be very broad,
gencral principles which are applienble in particular te
the Southeast.

The following have already been suggesteds

1= I8 it advisable tc orgnnize a sectionm of 8. P, B
E., for the Scutheast?

-
3

2- With the present status of Public Schecl educa-
tion in the Southeast, can we regquire the sane
stnandards of our Dnginecring students as the
sehools of the YNorth?

9~ If the emnitteces of the S. F. T. E. arec seliting
standards of Engincoring Educaticsn, shruld we
1aY%e A Veide thorein?

As soon as 1 have reccived your reply, I will
publish and forward to you a compilation of the questions
suziested, together with a tentative cutline feor the pro-
gran of t", Tech oeeting.

The Nationpl Mceting of 5. Pe BEs Be for 1935
will ncet in Atlantn, and we of the Southenst should be
prepared to take advantare of this great oppertunity both
to secure informoticn as teo the activities of the rrpani-
zation as well as to let our vecices be heard in problens
cf inderest to us.,

Very truly yours,

jjlxm
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ENGINE'RING COLLEGES (F THE SOUTHEAST

> ' Dean Floyd Field appointed by Dr, C, G, Thatcher in the Fall of
1952 as Chalirman of lectione and Branches for the lationml 8, ¥, H.
Be™

HRepresentatives of the 'ngineering @Golleges of the Southeast
enlled to meet at 2 luncheon in Jthace, New York Jurne 20, 1934 in
connection with the Tational Meoeting of G, P, llg He

At thies luncheon Deman Brigman presided with thirty«five pre=
pent representing thirteen "ngineering fGchoole from ten of the
twalve states in the Douthemstern group, After general diccussion
of the conditicne in the Southeast, Professor Kbaugh, Chairman of

the Tech Branch of 5, Ve 'le ey invited the representatives to meet
with Georgia Tech in the Fall of 1934 and the men present pledged
to attend such a meetinge.

BTATES AND COLLEGES IN SECTI

- —

Alabama «
Alabama Polytechnie Institute, Auburn, Ala,
University of Alabama, University, Ala,
Yorth ‘arclina
Duke University, burham, W, C.
University of Yorth Cerolina, Chapel 1111, N. C,.
F. Co State College, lmleigh, N, C,
South Caroling e
glera?n Collara, ?leTf?gjgélieEf, Ge Co
Univernity uf south Carolina, Columbia, O, C,
Florida -
University of Florida, Gainesville, Fla,
Fentucky =
University of Fentucky, Lexington, Ky.
University of Loulsville, Louisville, Ky,
Louislara - ~r—T>
Légiaiun; Ffate nivereity, Baton Réuga, La.
Tulane University of Loulsniana, Yew Orleans, La,
Maryland - - Lﬁmqﬂ,‘ Uinie e [0 N Foni,

VA
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Mississippl -
University of Miseissippl, University, Miss,
Missiesippi State College, State College, Mies,
Tennessee -

Unive ‘,E"gfty,;ﬁf 'rqnneu_ga, .!fnnxvillwg_h Tenn,

et

Virginia [ T A ;?tg iy, ot Clinia ,fafff: 7
’

University of Virginia, University, Va,

Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Ilacksburg, Va. .
Georgia -

Gcorgiu Sohnul of Technol_g%’

L’{tlt_,

The meeting at Georgia Tech was called for November
10th, 1954, and the following program was arranged after
topice puggested by wvarious interested Deans,

November 9th - Friday
P M
Velcome by Dean T, P, Savant, Georgia Tech,

"Engineering Schools of the South, Past and Present, "
Denn Douglas Anderscn, Tulane,

"Should the lngineering Ccurse be Four or Five Years?"
Dean B, Ry Van Leer, Florida,

"Entrance Hequirements for Engineering,"
dict Dean €. Re Hixon, Auburn,

5130 P M - Adjourn

November 10th - baturday
9 A M
Sectione mnd Branches of 0, P, H, I,

"Shall we have one or many for the Southeast?"
Dean W, C, Riddick, ¥, Cs State College,

*What should the Southeast do to have a veoice in methods
and standards set by the lational 8, P, K. E,?"
Prof, H, §, King, Georgia Tech,

'r‘lc

9th and
receiving



"Engineering Degrees - “hy, “hen, Vhere?"
Dean ¥, fi, Rodman, University of Virginia,

12 FNoon « Adjourn,

© P M « Pootball « Auburn and Georgia Tech,
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MEETING OF DHEANS AND REPRESENTATIVES P THE ENGINEFRING COLLRGES OF
THE SOUTHEAST.

Those present were as followsy
University of-Alibnna -
Geo, J, Davie, Jr,, Dean, College of Eng,
J'« Re Cudworth, Director, School of Mines,
University of Virginia - ' R
W, 64 Rodman, Dean of Engineering,
Louisiana State University and A, & H, College -
Le Jo Lasalle, Dean, College of Tngineering
Alabama Polytechnic Institute -
Chas, i, Hixon, Asst, Dean and Professor
Tulane University -
Douglae Anderson, Dean
James M, Robert, FProf, Kech, Eng,
University of Florida =
Blake H, Van Leer, Dean, College of Engineering,
Clemson College - .
J. B, Barle, Dean of Lrgineering
D, H, Shenk, Assoc, Prof, of Mech, Eng.
B *ﬁmow
Sam H, iHhodes
University of North Carolina =
Vm, J. Miller, Acting Dean cof lngineering,
A. MecLaren White
Ke W, ¥Winlker
Fe 0, Hoefer
University of Fentucky -

Ve B. Freeman, Acting Dean of Engineering



Georgla Tech -
Dean Savant
Dean W, Vernon Bkiles
Te Vo Fitzgerald
Re 54 Eing
Je s MHoDaniel
Re Lo Gweigert
Re &4 Howell
He V4 lason
Ve Vo Dunkin

Those states not represented were VWest Virginia, Maryland,
and Ternnessee, and Mississippi,

The nmeeting was cal led to order by Dean Floyd Field of Georgla
Tech, Dean Savant of GCeorgia Tech gave the wele ming addreses, The
first speakar on the program was Dean Anderson of Tulane, The sube
ject of his talk was "lngineering fSichools of the fouth, Past and
Present.” le gave a very interesting talk on the development of
engineering eduention in the South,

He stated that in as much as there are so many engineering
schoole in each state, particularly in the South, would it not be
better to have a fewer number of schools resulting in a greater ef-
fectiveness of ¢ ervice, Alsco he asks the question should our en-
gineering schools be planned for two or more years of preparatory
collegiate training? Should our entrance requirements be raised to
a higher level? Are we exacting sufficiently high etandarde of pere
formance from our students, or are we turning too many prospective
young engineers with mediocre preparation for the battle cof life?
Are we spending tce large a proportion of our financial resources on
showy buildinges and equipment, and not enough for securing the very
highest grade of men who are to guide and teach these prespective
engineere? Are we making. an earnest effort to develop and promote
the spirit of scientific and engineering research among our studente}

He further states that better work must come through coe-opera-
tive and coe-ordianted effort, avoiding false rivalries, setting up
and enforeing uniform and high standarde for entrance, eliminating
promptly but fairly poor and mediocre material, and emphasizing con-
stantly for those retained, the necessity of high standards of ace
hievement and the cultivation of high ideals to fit them to take
their proper places in a profession which in destined to play one of
the moet important parte in the development of our modern civili-
gation, :

The next speaker cn the program was Dean Van Leer of the Unie
versity of Florida, Hie topic was "Ghould the Ingineering Course be



Four or Pive Years?" He stated that four yeare ie net encuch time in
which to cover even modestly the basic fundamentals which an engineer-
ing student should understand when he entere his chosen.profession,

In fact, no reputable engineering school now claims that ites product
is finished upon graduation from a four year course, There is not
sufficient time to treat in any but the most superficial way a great
many essentials which an engireer should have, It is highly probable
that there would be a gain in educational efficiency of 508 if the
time was extended another year, Hle suggested the following procedures

Maintain the present entrance requiremente for Vreshmen which are
graduation from an approved or accredited high schecol with 16 unite of
high school work,at least four unit:s of which are mathematics include-
ing 4 unit of solid geometry and 4 unit of trigoncmetry,

Require all PFreshmen in engineering to complete two years of lower
division work composed approximately as followss

Seience (Physioce & Chemistry) 20 Cr.Hre,
inglish (Rhetorie & Composition) 6 Cr.Hrs,
Mathematices « Analysis, Diff, & In.Ca,. 16 Cr,lirs,
Physical Rd, & lilitary 10 Cr.Hrs,
Engineering Orientation Subeprofessional

courses, shops, drawing, survey, ete, £ Cr.hrs,
General Courses, His,, Pey. etec, 12 Cr, Hrs,

lequire a comprehensive examination for entrance inte the u;per
division which would be strickly speaking the professional ccllege of
engineering,

Permit graduation in four years by exceptional students, but proe
vide a path so that the normsal estudent will take three additional years
aftar completion of the lewer division,

This would afford eaesy and logical stages at which students could
terminate their college work without discredit to themselver irrespece
tive of what the causes might be for this termination,

For Example -
Completion of first two years work « The award of a Junior Certificate,
Completion of four years work « The Award of the B, &, in Engineering.

Completion »f Fifth year of work - The award of Bachelor of Civil
Engineering, ete,

Completion of sixth year of work « and a thesis « Master of
Engineering, :

Dean Hixon stated that he thought that if we have a five year
course instead of a four year course that it would be impossible for
thoes boys who have to work thelr way through schosl to finish five
years an it is a struggle for them to finieh in four years, Fe further
stated that the summer echools have done a lot to help the boys out
and to make it pomeible for them to graduate in fouir years,



Dean Miller of North Carolina said that most of the atudents are
taking five yoars to Tinish engineering pchool and that a good many
of the parents expressedly requested a five year progran,

It was thought that it would be better te instruct those boye in
rural districts as to what the engineering course concists of before
they start in school, as they take thie course without any idea of
wvhat it is and consequently don't firnish, Alsc it would not be wise .
te put some of the occllege subjecte in high schools, as some of the
instructors are not prepared to teach these subjecte properly,

Dean Harle stated that it would be all right to have a five year
course, but the courese should not include much more ergineering than
it doen now, Add other subjects to make s broamder course,

The next speaker on the program was Dean Hixon of Auburn, Eis
subject was, "Entrance requiremente for Tnginecring.”

He stated that what we should de to impreve upon the entrance re-
quirements for engineering ie to raise the requirements in mathematies,
There should be very little variastion in entrance requirements as ce
many of the boys are somewhat imuature and their minde are not fully
made up as to what course suite them best,

Our hope is that the standarde of the high schools will become
more nearly uniform,

It would be better to select students entering engineering schoels,
but state colleges that are supported by the tax payers should not turn
down a boy who has the neceesary 15 units tc enter,

Dean Van Leer drew a diagram to illustrate his idea of the five
year plan, In conclusion he stated that if we are tc have a five year
course, all schools must egree even to the emallest detail. The five
year plen will coet more for the student, but it will be worth it, We
cannot afford to heold back on sccount of thecse who are peor and cannot
afford this, Smart boys can always get money to get through, but it is
mediocre boys who cannct find money to finish,

We will have to show the state we are putting ocut a better proe-
duct before we can justify oureselves in getting more money,

The meeting was adjourned at 5130 P M,

Dr, Brittain invited the Deans to be his guest at a dinnmer given
in their honor at the dining hall,

SECOND SESSION

At 9 o'clock on Saturday morning the conference met again in the
M, E, Building at Georgia Tech, The meeting was opened by Dean Field,

The first speaker on the program was Professor King of Georgia
Tech., Hiec subject was ""hat should the Southeast de to have & voice



in methods and standards set by the VNational S5, P, B, B, 7"

He divided thie question into threo divisicnes first, politics;
second, interest; and third, increasing the number of members in the
B. p. E. E.

Under the second division he stated that our lack of voice in the
methods and standards of the S5, P, X, E, Trom the Southeast is due
largely to the fact that we are too prone to consider the Ecrth as bee
ing the only smection able to make changes in ite ourriculum, and we let
them do 1t,

To gain a greater voice in the methods and standards set up by the
8, Py, By e more intorest in the organization must be shown by the
engineering teachers in the Southeast, Without attendance we cannot
hope for appointments on committees or otherwise,

Va must look to the future and interest our young teachere, as
they are always on the loockout for promotion and advancement, He c¢an
be shown that hies affiliation with the 8, P, B, N, meane a way of obe
taining knowledge of upetoedate curricular activities of teaching
méthods and some information on administrative policies, and if he
has this information in hard he will be prepared when "opportuhity
knocke at the door" to secure advancement, Faturally hie interest in
the organization will grow and his place on committees and elsewhere
will be assured, Hence a greater voica in the affaire of the Society.

We must convince the Lociety that the South is not as hot as they
think and that it is a very desirable meeting place,

The next topic for discussion wna "Sectione and Rranches of the
Se Py B,y R,"

Sections now in exist~nce
Kentucky Section
Georgia Tech eotion
N, Co State Secotion

Formation of Southeast section not encouraged, as there are so
many other societies te which instructors belong and have to pay dues
that they feel that they do not have the money or the time for another,

Organization of a Southeastern section would be mere advantageous
than state sections and branches, One of its momt valusble features
is the informal contact at the meetings. When the National ¢, Y, E, E,
meatings are so far away, we cammot send more than one man, so it would
be advantageous to have a Southeastern section to meet when we cannot
attend lational B, P, He le

The motion was made that we organize a Southeastern section of the
S Py E, B, The motior wae seconded and carried by a unanimous vote,

After much discussion it was deecided to have a meeting of the
Southeastern section «f the &, P, ", lie on the afternoon hHefore the



National S5, P, K, M, convenes in Atlanta June 19356, It wae suggested
that we hold the Southeastarn section of the 8, ¥, Eqs "¢ mectings in
a eentral peint of the toutheast,

Hotion waz made and seconded and carried unanimously to make Dean
Field Chalrman of the Southeastern section of the 85, 7, E, H,

liotion was made and seconded and carried unanimously for Chairman
to appoint committee to administer questionmnaires and instruct that
committee to report back here in June, The mombers of the committee
are Dean Van Lear, Chairman, Dean Rodman and Dean Anderoon,

The last topie for discusnion wae given by Dean Rodman of the
University of Virginia, The subjeect of his talk was "Nngineering De-
greee = Why, When, “here?" le stated that there are so many kinds of
engineering degrees that the publie does not understand what it is all
about, '

He suggented that the B, {\y tag be dropped and that one be adopt-
ed that should mean pomething to the man, The degree should be either
the Bachelor of Engineering or the RBachelor of Tngineering in this,
that or the other mojor subject of pretty nearly a uniform couree,

Yor the first degree the Bachelor of Engineering would be all right if
we should pgive that degree for what are the major courses in that
organization,

The second degree would be what is called the lMasters Degree in
a special subject, Whether that lasters Degree should follow at the
end of one or two years would depend upon the course of instruetion,

For those few who might ge on the mppropriate degree would de the
Doator'e dagree,

It was suggested that the Doetor's Degres should follow after a
man has proven himself in Engineering out in the field,

It was suggested that there would be no more engineering work in
the five year engineering course than there is in the present four
year course, .

The suggesntion that we have a committee to investipgate and cone
sider these degrees and present a report at the meeting here in June
was raferred to the same committee as above,

A motion was made and carried unanimously that a rieing vote of
thanke be given for the Presidert and Faculty of Cecrgia Tech for
their hospitality, ete,

The meeting was adjourned at 11:350 A M,

All of the visiting delegates were invited to eit in pr, Brittain's
Box at the TecheAuburnm Football Game at 2 P N,



ENGINEERING COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
Group Meeting for the Southeast
Georgia Tech, Atlanta, Ga.
This meeting is called on the recommendatien of the repre-
sentatives of the Engineering Collecges of the Southeast at
-a meeting held in connection with the National S. P. E, E.

meeting at Ithaca, Kew York, June 1934.

Dean Floyd Field, Chairman.

PROGRALL
Yovemher 9th - Friday
3P M
Welcome by Dean D. P. Savant, Georgia Tech.

"Engineering Schools of the South, Past and Fresent, "
Decan Douglas Anderson, Tulanc.

"Should the Engineering Course be Four or Five Years?"
Dean B. R. Van Leer, Florida,

"Entrance Requirements for Ingineering,”
Dean C, R. Hixon, Auburn,

5:30 P M - Adjourn

8 PM - Concert by Lawrence Tibbet for those whe
wish, Pickets $1.00 to $2.,50-Atlanta Auditorium,

November 10th - Saturday
9 AM

Sections and Branches of S. P. s E.
"Shall we have one or many for the Southeast?"
Dean W, C. Riddick, N, C. State College.

"What should the Southeast do te have a voice in methods
and standards set by the National S. Po E. E.?"
Prof. R« S. King, Georgia Tcche.

"Engineering Degrees - Why, When, Where?"
Dean W, S. Rodman, Univ. of Virginia,

12 Noon -~ Adjourn

2 P M - Football - Auburn and Georgia Tech.

ALL SESSIOKS OF MiEETING WILL BE IN MECHANICS BUILDING 2ND
FLOCR.



