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What is EEVL?
• Started 1996 as a subject gateway to engineering

information on the internet

• Purpose was to make it easier for users to find quality
information on the internet

• Problem - no evaluation of information - “standing under
a waterfall to get a drink.”

Average Internet User



EEVL’s solution
• Internet resources selected and described by subject

librarians

• Targeted at users in higher education in the UK

• Catalogue searchable and browsable by subject and
resource type

• Now has over 10,000 records and many additional
information services

Collaborative model
• Since 1999, EEVL has been part of Resource

Discovery Network

• Now includes resources in mathematics and computing

• Uses a distributed network of subject librarians to locate
and input resources



Resource Discovery Network

What do you find using EEVL?
• What’s in it for you….

• Find web resources by type
– eg jobs, news, software
– engineering ejournals

• Services available via EEVL include
– full text search engine of selected sites
– bibliographic databases - eg RAM
– catalogue of learning and teaching resources -

SearchLT
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Information Landscape
• Increasingly complex for users

• More sources of information
– bibliographic databases
– full text papers
– web resource catalogues
– library catalogues
– news, job information, conferences
– grey literature

• Information more expensive

Average Internet User

Subject Portals
• Initiatives within UK Higher Education to invest in

portals - institutional and subject based

• Part of JISC Information architecture

• EEVL part of the Subject Portal Project

• Portal
– single interface or environment for a number of

services
– cross-searching
– personalisation



slide courtesy of Andy Powell, UKOLN vision…
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…what the end-user sees :-(

…and reality!       slide courtesy of Andy Powell, UKOLN

Who am I?
• Different kinds of users?

– Institutional users

– learning and teaching users

– research users

– student users

• Overlap?
• Research into how users view portals



Why share at all?
• Duplication of effort

– Within RDN
– With other gateways and services
– With commercial publishers – eg Scifinder

• Benefits to users of increasing content

• Desire to provide users with one interface to simplify
process of locating and using information

• Technology allows more sharing of data, freely or under
licence

Using OAI
• RDN Resource Finder

– OAI repository of harvested OAI data from distributed
databases to create a central cross-disciplinary service

• ePrints UK
– metadata harvested from OAI archives (data providers),

enhanced and presented through subject interfaces

• RDN-LTSN collaboration project
– sharing of descriptions of learning and teaching resources via

OAI

• EEVL as both a data provider and a service provider

Use of OAI
• LTSN-RDN Collaboration project



RSS feeds

EEVL search tool on third-party sites

http://www.eevl.ac.uk/searchbox.htm

RDN Case Studies



Challenge to gateways
• What can we offer?

• Selection of information as important as before
• Subject expertise in selecting resources
• Provide easy access to sources of free information -

databases, metadata for Inderscience journals

• Creative thinking of how we can make our resources
available to more users
– Reading Lists
– Virtual Learning Environments
– Present information in a more targeted way

EEVL booklets
• Selected resources

Conclusion?
• What makes a good service

– Reliability of the links
– Confidence the user has that these have been selected with

them in mind
– Support for teaching and learning initiatives

• Future
– Seamless searching and access to multiple engineering,

maths and computing resources
– Aggregated news and jobs services

• One stop for information, but also flexible enough to provide
specific information to third parties

• Data provider and a service provider



http://www.eevl.ac.uk
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