THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF ENGINEERING EDUCATION
EIGHTE ANNUAL MZETING OF THE SOUTHEASTERN SECTION
UNIVERSITY OF KEINTUCKY, LEXINGTON, KY,
April 2Bth and 26th, 1941

The University of Kentucky was host to the Southeastern Section
of §, P. E, B, for their eighth annual meeting held April 25th and 26th
1942,

The first session was called to order by the chairmen, Assistant
Dean W, E. Freeman of the University of Kentucky at 10 A.M, April 25th,
Dean Thomas Cooper, actinz president, and representing the University of
Kentuckgsgave the section a most cordial welcome to the University and to
the Blue Grass Country of Kentucky,

Following the address of welcome there was a short business meeting
for the purpose of apoointing committees, The following committees were
appointed:

Committee on place of meeting:

Prof., E. A. Fischer, North Carolina State Collecge,
Dean L. L, Patterson of Mississippi State College.

Committee on Resolutions:
Dean George J., Davis, University of Alabama.
Dean Fred J. Lewls of Vanderbilt University.

Committee on Wominations:

Dean S.B., Earle of Clemson College.

Prof. F. W. Lencaster of North Carolina State College.
Prof. Daniel V. Terrell, University of Kentucky.

The subject for discussion at the morning session was," The place
of the Engineering College in the National Defense Program? The discussion
wvas lead by a paper presented by Dean Blake R, Van Leer of M.C.State College,
After a brief history of the engineer in national defense ITean Van Leer

brought out the following:

1. The engineer should be made awvallable for civil rather than
military pursuits,
2. The engineering teachers should be left at their posts where
they could continue to furnish more enginecrs,
3, That additional funds should be provided by the government for
additional courses such as the present E,D,T. courses,
4, The remedies for some of the present 1lls he ssaid were
a, A continustion of E.L.T. Progrem, b, The establishment of more
engineerinz experiment stations and ¢, the esablishing of
government scholarships,



Professor Wiley R. Wendt of the University of Louisville followed
llean Van Leer in the discussion. Prof, Wendt agreed with Dean Van ILeer in
most that he said but thought that there were msny draw backs to the plan
to speed up outr four year plan, He also said that he felt that we should
be a2ble to find some better solution to our difficulties than asking for
government subsidies,

Dr, W, Harold Taylor of the University of Alabama completed the
discussion with some statistics on E,D.T, courses at the University of

’ A

Alabana/ He eneh e tingy alnon B0, wvas talking soms of ths tudents
eway from the regular courses that the government should sponsor some
courses for the regular students. Dr. Taylor said that by taking the

teachers into industry that they were robbing the hand that fed them.

At the conclusion of the discussion Dr. Armsby, field representative
of the office of education tolc the section something of the pleans and a2ims
of the %,D,T program{_He.siadzthe Mr. Hillman oflé:é;;L had requested all
of the state boards to defer engineering students until graduation,

After the morning session the members of the section =2djourned to
the Student Union Commons where they were guests of the University =t a
very deligntful luncheon,

The afternoon was devoted to inspection trips through the extensive
laboratories of the University and throush the Wenner-Gren laboratory. Later
in the afternoon a field trip was taken owt throush the blue grass country
near Lexington,

A very vleasant and profitable day was crowned with an excellently
planned banquet, presided over by Prof. D, V. Terrell of the University of
Kentucky, Mr Tom R. Underwood was the principal spealer for this occasion,

The second sesslon, presided cver by Dean W, S, Rodman of t e Univ-

ersity of Virzinia was called at 9,00 A,M. April 26th, Two papers were



presented at this session, The first, presented by Dean Lee E, Johnson of
the Unigersity of Misslissippl was on the subject of " Common Sense in
Zngineering Hducation", Dean Johnson pointed out that common sense showed
us that no one plan would suit all of the engineering schocls, He said that
instead of blaking all of our ills on the currieulum we should lay the blame
on the fact that the englinecring professors had not accepted their respom-
sibility toward the students,

Dean Robert of Tulane discussed the pesper and said,in brief, that
common sense must be applied in several ways, to the economic outlook =znd
to the persons]l and spiritusl development of the student. He said that he
believed that the personal and spiritusl development of the student depsnded
on the inspirational gualities of the professor,

The diseussien was thenopened to discussion from the floor,
Prof, Bdwin W, Vinkler said that it was trve that the professor was quite often

narrow and cavsed the student to form the belief that courses in other depart-
menis wvere not important, Dean Ven Leer ot ¥. . State College said that it
gsecemed to be =2 common falacy that we were trzining men for industry when we
ahould be trainins them for a orofession,

Prof, A. T. Granger of the Vniversity of Tennessee presented the
second paper on the subject of," The Objectives of Engineering Education -
A RBestatement", Professor Granger compered the S,P,E,E, report on objectives
with the ideas expres:ed by Dr, D. B, Steinman, He said that most of us would
agree that," The objectives of engineering education should be to prepare,
direct and inspire young men that with continued study, mental aleriness,
dilezencs and experience they may develop into professional engineers cor may
develop in a-wide Tange of 2l1ied fields requiring technieal, adminlistrative
and executive training’, Professor Granger also déscussed methods of attainine
these objectives, ‘He said that we should strive to develop in the student the

Wi

fundamental charzcheristics which every educaLe?Ashould have, Specifically,

these were, he said, " culture, character,loyalty, mental zlertness, basic
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scientific kmowledge, technical proficiency, lovéd of the profession znd
a social consciousnessﬁ

The paper was discussed by Col, L. S, LeTellier of The Citadel
who discussed the subject by ~calling the sections attention to the
American Society of Civil Engineers report on.Curriculum, He also stased that
first, we must determine in which fields the engineers must function, second,
we must determine the competenciesrequired in those fields and third, we muat
plen so that we will develop in the student those required competencies,

When the discussion was opened to discussion from the floor, Dean
Davis, of The University of Alabama; Prof.Robert C. Ernst of the University
of Loulsville, Prof. L.L. Amidon of the University of Louisville, Tean J. M,
Robert of Tulane and Prof. N, W, Dougherty of the University of Tennes:cee
took nart,

Dean Davis told of experiences with special courses for technologists
tried at the University of Alebams, Prof. Amidon vointed out that if we could
get together with industry that we may be able o overcome the ecgonomic draw-
back to the five or six year plan., Dean Robert eiéié;;ai fhe?iééa:thﬁt after
a%ljwaa'the draw back reallyionerof ecdnomics or was that just an expressed
excuse,

This concluded the discuesion and the remainder  of the session
was devoted to the business of the meeting,

The minutes of the seventh annual meeting were read and zpoproved,

The report of the Committee on place of meeting was given by Prof,
H, 4, FPischer of ¥, C. State Colleze. The report was as follows:

1., That the next meeting be held at N, O, State College and Duke University,
2. That for the subseguent years that 2 plan be a2dopted where-by the meetings
would be held in one of three areas each thres years, The rezion of the South
eastern” section would be divided into three areas by drawing two concentric

circles, the center of which would be the gzeographic center of the region,
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The schools in region A, the center circle, are 1. Th2 Univer: 'ty of Tennessee,
(2) Georgia School of Technology (3) Clemson follege (4) #uburn., Those schools
in the B area, that between the inner and outer circle, are Vanderbilt
University, Duke University, ¥. C. State College, University of S.C., The
Citadel and the University of Alasbsme. The remainder of the schools,
University of Louisville, University of Virginia, University of Florida,
Louisianna State University, Tulane, University of Mississippil and
Mississippl State College are in the outer region.

3., Dean Van Leer offered an ammendment, which was accepted, that we

accept the invitation of the University of Tennessee for the 1943 meeting.

4, 1t was further recommended that the annusl meetings be held on the

last friday and saturday of April or on the first friday and saturday of

May,

5., The 1944 meeting would then be held in Area C, the 1945 meeting in B

and the 1946 meeting in Area/é and in that order for subsequent meetings,

The report was accepted unanemously by the section.

The report: of the resolutions committee was presented by Dean Davis
of the University of Alabams and was as follows:

Whereas we, the members of the Southeastern Section of S.P.Z,E.,
have been the guests of the University of Kentucky for our eighth annugl®
meeting and have received nnexcelled hospitality, courtesy and instruction
in their hands, be it resolved: thmb:

1, That we express our sppreciation for the favors extended and mention
particularly the making awvaillable for our use the facilities of the
University; the special hospitality of the luncheon given by the University
and the delightful banquet given under their auspices; the excellently
planned tour of inspection and trip through the blue grass country,

2. That we express our thanks to the officers of the section and the
committee on arrangements for the very excellent program of instruction

and intertainment which they so ably arranged.
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3, That we give especial exprescsion of our appreciation to the ladies of the
University for the hospitality and entertainment shown to the ladies of our
party.

4, That these resolutions be spread on the minutes of this meeting and

a copy of same be sent to the president of the University of Kentucky,

The report of the resolutions was unansmously accepted.

This brought to a close the eighth annual meeting of the South
Bastern Section of S.P.E.E, There were 73 members and 10 visitors present

representing 22 institutions,

H, Gale Eaynes,

Secretary,
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SIGHTH ANNUAL CONIERENCE SOUTHEASTARN DISIRICT S.BP.E.s,
University of Kontucky April 25, 1941
ILexington, Kentucky el Z6, 1840
‘; Alabema Polytochnic Institute Je Eo Hannum, W, H., Hill,
Re Bs Pitts, ¥ HaroidParder, se. L. Thomas,
Ve Be. ‘Wiatwood
Alebeme, Univsersity of Ge Jo Davis, Jre, Te He Taylor

Lrkanses, University of Le Cua Price

Citadel, The He Geo Haynes, Le Se LeTellier

Clemson agricultural College S. Be Barle, H, B. Glenn
F. 2. Tingley, D, H, She
Duke University We He Hall
Florida, Univorsity of
Georgia School of Technology Jdes L, MoDaniel, Des Ps Savant
Kentuclyr, University of Brinkley Barnett, M. i/, Boebe,

4e Je Carrcl, A, L, Chambors, F, Je Checl, Ce. S. Crouse,
Ee« Be. Doll, Ps Co Emrath, E, Be Farris, 1. E. Frcoman,
Jo He Graham, R. D. Hawkins, J. S. Horine, C. C. Jeti,
Je e Moy, i, Je Meyer, L, 3. Nollau, R. Z. Shaver,

De Ve Terrell, S, B, "inlton, Parry iicst

Louisiena Polytochnic Instituta

Louisiana State University G. F. Matthes, M« B, Voorhies
Louisville, Univorsity of Iee L, Amidon, R. C. Ernst,
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H. H., Fenwick, 5. ©. Litkonhous, R. S. Trosper,
7. . F_‘Ja 1|\J-:3n'it

Mississippi State College Le L. Patt
Mississippi, University of Lee Hea Johnson
North Carolina Stato Collego Te Ce Brown, H. Aes Fisher,

L« M, Fountain, F. Ws Lancastor, Edward Rugglos,
Ge “ialleco 3mith, Blake R. Van lLeer, L. L. Vaughan,

Eo -‘I,".. ‘Iu‘i‘:l]-:li.‘}r

¢ Lo Sumwalt

o

South Caroline, University of 7
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Southwestern Louisiona Institute John iy Jackson, Carl
He Re Mason, Re Franklin Parker

Tenncessca, University of He Bs Adkin, R+ M. Boarts,
Ne 1. Dougherty, ie Te Granger

Tulane University James M. Robert
Vanderbilt University e 1y Hutchison, Fred J. Lowis
Virginis Wilitary Instituto Re Ae llarr, Jre

Dvens, We S Rodman
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Virginin, University of
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21
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H, Zindig,



Arkansas, University of
Clemson Agricultural Collego
Duke University

FHississippi, University of

North Carolina State College

Tennessoo, Unlversity of

Tulane University

United States O0ffice of RBduesntion

was espacially pleasd to hove

Mrs, Ls Co Prics
lrse Se Be uarle
Mrse We He Hall
lrse. Ieco H, Johnson

lrs. Edward Rugglos
LTS L. L. ‘\.Tf‘..ughﬁn

lrse Re lls Boarts
S. -»e Le Granger

Mrse Je e Robart
He He Armsby

Total Visgitors

Total Registration =w==—= 83
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