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A Sirsi Unicorn report restricted to monographs was run to determine not only what the most popular titles and authors were for circulating materials, but also what the most frequently listed LC subject headings were for those titles. Examining that data showed that many of the LCSHs dealt with popular software or programming languages. The NCSU Libraries has a very strong and constantly evolving collection for these popular programs and languages so this seemed like a prime opportunity to highlight these topics and provide grouped browsing access. The page that resulted is available at http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/guides/software/.
Because the obtuse jargon that permeates LCSHs can make aspects of software topics a bit hard to find, the topics were first written in natural language (JavaScript versus JavaScript (computer program language)) and listed on a page with links back into the catalog. 

Next the NCSU Libraries’ Endeca catalog which uses a unique faceted browsing system that provides detailed information harvested from the results list of any given search was used to customize the searches. Endeca results take the form of ‘facets’ displayed around the list of results. These facets include things like Subject Headings, Library locations, call number distributions, and formats. All searches run in the Endeca catalog can be easily narrowed or refined by limiting the results to a particular value of a facet. For example, clicking Newest for PHP not only brings back a list of titles sorted by publication date, but gives the patron the chance to choose among subject headings including Web Sites, Design, and SQL (computer program language). These are the first three choices listed on the Subject Heading facet and represent the LCSHs that occur most frequently for the results list of a keyword search on PHP. This is a powerful way to expose possibly arcane and unthought-of of subject headings – and hence aspects – of a topic that could be useful to the patron. 

Three types of live searches are provided for each of the popular software topics. Those three searches provide information on the popular usage of the collection, the most recent additions to the collection, and the actual location and arrangement of the collection. 
Popular does an Endeca search of the catalog and sorts the results by circulation statistics over the previous year. This gives patrons a sense of how those books are being used, which ones are proving useful, and reflects changing patron usage trends. This search provides a second even deeper layer of patron use data on this page and reflects the barest beginnings of a review function that could (and should) become part of library catalogs. 
Newest also does an Endeca search on the same keywords, but this time the results are sorted by reverse chronological order of publication (this is actually the default setting for Endeca searches). This has the advantage of showing the most recent titles which are often the most desired. Since each link is dynamic and launches a new catalog search every time it is clicked, new titles will automatically show up as they are added to the collection.
Browse Shelf goes to the beginning of the closest LC call number range for the topic. The patron can then begin browsing by call number. This takes the shelves to the remote patron and shows her how the books literally appear on the shelf. This is not an Endeca search.
